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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE LEGEND OF PANCHO BARNES 

and the Happy Bottom Riding Club 
 
 

 
1. Where can I see the film?  Where can I buy a copy of the film on DVD? 
The Legend of Pancho Barnes and the Happy Bottom Riding Club is nearly finished, and 
a 64-minute version should be debuting at film festivals nationwide in the next few 
months.  The film will eventually be released on DVD, but DVDs are not available yet.  
Sign up on our email list to be notified about screenings in your area, news, and about our 
DVD release. 
 
2. Will the film air on television? 
Yes.  A 58-minute version of the documentary will air on our affiliated PBS station 
KOCE-TV.   There is a good chance it will air on other PBS affiliates throughout the 
United States and networks throughout the world.  
 
3. Who made this film? 
The filmmaking team consists of writer/producer Nick Spark, director Amanda Pope, and 
associate producer Dr. Dydia DeLyser.  Nick is a documentary filmmaker with an MFA 
degree from the University of Southern California.  He produced, wrote and directed 
Regulus: The First Nuclear Missile Submarines that appeared on Discovery Channel 
Europe, and his work as a student received two Emmy Awards.  Amanda Pope’s long 
career includes work as a director and producer for PBS, and as a professor at the 
University of Southern California. She directed Jackson Pollock: Portrait for PBS and 
co-produced the Stacy Keach film Wilbur and Orville.  Associate Producer Dydia 
DeLyser is a professor at Louisiana State University, who is known for her work in the 
field of women’s aviation history.    
 
4. How was the film financed? 
The documentary has been financed entirely through donations to the KOCE-TV 
Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit.  Donors included private individuals, foundations, and 
granting organizations.  The documentary has received some of these moneys from 
competitive grants, including the Wolf Aviation Fund, Lincy Foundation, Women in Film 
Finishing Fund, and Pacific Pioneer Fund.   
 
We continue to seek and apply for grants, and our public awareness and fundraising 
campaign is on-going.  A portion of the film has been presented to nearly twenty groups 
in Southern California, including the Ninety-Nines, Quiet Birdmen, Experimental 
Aircraft Association, and others.  A portion of the film was also recently shown at the 
invitation of the National Aviation Hall of Fame in Dayton, Ohio.  Articles about the 
project have appeared in national and local media outlets. 
 
5. Has KOCE-TV / PBS contributed to the production costs? 
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No.  KOCE-TV has only been involved solely as an entity that manages the donations to 
the project, and oversees the management of the account.  KOCE-TV has also provided 
some oversight for the production, and has reviewed cuts of the film on a periodic basis.   
 
6. Why did you choose to make the film on a non-profit basis? 
Making a documentary film like this one is an expensive proposition.  We knew from the 
start that it would be unlikely that we could recover those costs from sales.  Documenting 
history is rarely a money-making enterprise, and while a network like the History 
Channel is a for-profit, the quality of their programming varies because of the amount of 
time and cost they are willing to use to support their productions.   The Legend of Pancho 
Barnes has been produced with high production values, and at relatively low cost. 
Incidentally, similar PBS productions, such as the films made by Ken and Ric Burns or 
“The American Experience” series, often have per-episode costs of over a million dollars.  
(Ken Burns’ Baseball cost roughly $750,000 per episode).   Our final finished cost will 
be less than ¼ of that.   
 
7. I know someone who knew Pancho.  Should I put them in touch with you?  People 
who knew Pancho frequently contact us.  After all, she was a public figure who came into 
contact with many people throughout her lifetime – and she made an impression.  The 
film is at this time completed, so we’re no longer looking for people to interview for it.  
That being said, we’re always interested in learning more about Pancho! 
 
8. Who is the Pancho Barnes Trust Estate and how are they involved in the making 
of the film? 
The Pancho Barnes Trust Estate is a privately-held entity, that controls the rights to 
Pancho Barnes’ name and likeness.  The Estate has granted permission to the filmmakers 
to make the film, and has supported their efforts by giving them access to materials in the 
Estate.  The Estate has not provided any financial support for the project, and will not 
benefit materially from the production of the film.  The Estate maintains its own website 
and has licensed Pancho’s name and likeness for a variety of products and ventures.   
 
9. What do you hope the impact of the film will be?  
The film explores not just the life of Pancho Barnes, but an entire era in aviation history.  
It recaptures, at least in part, the spirit of both the “Golden Age of Flight” in the 20’s and 
30’s, and the “Golden Era of Flight Test” in the 40’s and 50’s.  Both were time periods in 
which people did courageous things, in the name of advancing aviation.  Pancho was a 
part of all that, and it is our hope that the film will inspire people to explore that history 
further, and celebrate it.   
 
We sincerely hope The Legend of Pancho Barnes will speak to a broad audience, and 
inspire them in other ways as well.  For women, especially young women, the film can be 
empowering.  Pancho is not a role model in some respects, but in others she certainly is: 
she was, after all, a forceful woman who did things few people ever dreamed of doing, 
and who persevered despite steep odds.  
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Pancho’s accomplishments were real ones, and she achieved them in a world dominated 
by men.  She did that, despite the fact that she was not a model or movie star.  In fact, she 
did it entirely because she wasn’t one.   The film will clarify her role in history, and 
change some misperceptions about her, and hopefully restore her to her rightful place in 
the pantheon of aviation.   
 
10. Who would I contact to find out more about the project, or answer questions 
about it? 
Producer and writer Nick Spark is the point person for most questions.  He can be 
reached via this website. 
  


